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In the Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An isolated polyp eptide having con s isting o f an 
amino acid sequence sel e ct e d from th e group consisting of t 

fa) an amino acid se q ue nc e s ho w n in SEQ ID NO:2i. 

(b) an amino acid s e q ue nc e of an all elic variant of an amino acid se qu e nc e 

sh own in SEQ ID NO:2, wh e r e i n said all e li c variant is e ncod e d by a nucl e ic acid m o l e cul e 
that hybridiz es u n d e r stringent condition s to th e opposit e strand of a nucl e ic acid mo le cul e 
show n in SEQ ID NOS:l or 3; 

fe) an amino acid s e quence of an ortholog of an amino acid se qu e nc e s hown in 

S EQ ID NO f-2 , wher ei n sai d orth ol og i s e ncod e d by a nucl e ic acid mol e cul e that hybridiz e s 
und e r stringent cond iti on s to th e opposit e strand of a n u cl e ic acid mol e cul e shown in SEQ 
ID NOS :l or ,~^and 

{4) a fragment of an amino acid se quenc e s hown in SEQ ID NO:2, wh e r e in said 

fragment compri s es at lea s t 10 contiguou s amino acids. 

2 (Currently Amended) An isolated peptid e comprising protease having an 
amino acid sequence comprising se l e cted fr o m the group con s i s ting of: 

fa) an amino acid s e qu e nc e shown in SEQ ID NO: 2?. 

fk) an amino acid s e qu e nc e of an all e lic variant of an amino acid se quenc e 

shown in SEQ ID NO:2, wh e r e in s aid all e lic varia n t is e ncod e d by a nucleic acid mol e cul e 
that hybridiz e s under string e nt condition s to th e oppo s it e strand of a nucleic acid mol e cul e 
shown in SEQ ID NQS:1 or 3; 

fe) a n am i no a ci d s eq u e nc e of an ortholog of an amino acid se qu e nc e s hown in 

SEQ ID NO:2, wh e r e in said ortholog is e ncod e d by a nucleic acid mol e cul e that hybridiz es 
u nd e r string e nt condi ti on s to th e o ppo s it e strand of a nucl e ic acid mol e cul e shown in SEQ 
IDNOSM or 3; and 

fd-) a fragm e nt of an amino acid se quence s hown in SEQ ID NQ:2, wh e r e in said 

fragm e nt comprise s at l e a s t 10 contigu o u s ammo acids. 



Serial No 10 014. NO 

Claims 3-23. (Withdrawn) 
Claims 20-21. (Canceled) 

22. (Withdrawn) 

23. (Withdrawn) 

24. (New) A composition comprising the polypeptide of claim 1 and a carrier. 

25. (New) A composition comprising the protease of claim 2 and a carrier. 

26. (New) An isolated protease consisting of an amino acid sequence having at 
least 99% sequence identity to SEQ ID NO:2. 

27. (New) A composition comprising the protease of claim 26 and a carrier. 
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